Great Explorations

L

ULl (Bt Thailand & Laos, Biking
2012
Feb 13 -22 Offering perhaps the best cycling in SE Asia, Northern Thailand features magnificent
Feb 26 -Mar 6 natural scenery and a fusion of cultures where tribal groups still live traditionally.
Nov 3 -12 Monasteries, temples and monuments from kingdoms past are numerous and a mul-
Nov 17 -26 titude of rivers, including the mighty Mekong make for perfect companions (and
l odging settings). For the epicurean, the food is, we
2013 yet enjoyed Thai massage, here is your chance to be pampered. Enjoy.
Feb 11 -20
Feb 24 -Mar 4
Nov 2 -11 1
Nov 16 25 Itinerary

Getting there:
Chiang Mai: International flights arrive in Bankog.
From there you can take a train to Chinag Mai.

Custom trips available
and can start any date.
Call or email for details

Chiang Mai - Your hotel on arrival in Chaing Mai is
8-16 participants included. Wedll meet prior to dinner,
enjoy a restful evening at a local restaurant. Next
. day, wedll escape the bustle of town
Total Days.. ing roads on a route that winds around Doi Suthep to
10 days/ 9 nights the lush Mae Sa Valley, boasting cascading waterfalls, elephant parks and strawberry
farms. Our hotel in Chaing Mai is the charming Riverview Lodge, located on the Ping
Arrive/Depart: River.
Chiang Mai/ Chiang Rai DAYS 3+4:
(depart from Luang Pra- ChiangDao -Cycl ing north, weodll follow a
bang if doing post  -trip) route along the Ping River to a quaint new eco -lodge
set in a scenic and unspoiled valley surrounded by
mountains. Weoll visit an extensive ¢

Activity Level:
Moderate

20-40+ miles daily
van supported

lead a hike to a cliff -side monastery; options also

include cycling through the surrounding countryside,

home to several minority villages. At
be treated to gourmet cuisine, prepared by a Euro-

pean trained Thai chef.

Terrain:

: . DAYS 5+6:
F!attorolllngWﬂhsome ThaTon -Continuing north along scenic roads, wedll cycl
il lush countryside before arriving at Tha Tonds splendi
where swimming pool and Thai massage await. Next day options include a walk to
the Burmese border, cycling a river -side trail or afternoon cooking lessons at the
hotel.
@great -explorations.com 8 Website: http://www.great -explorations.com
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Great Explorations

Cost

Land Cost (current

year):
US $2950
Includes all meals

Single Supplement:
US $400

Bike Rental:
US $200

Extension (optional):
US $ 950

Includes all meals
Total days: 5 days/4
nights

DAYS 5+6:

ThaTon -Conti nuing north along scenic roads, wedll <cycl
lush countryside before arriving at Tha Tonds splendi
where swimming pool and Thai massage await. Next day options include a walk to

the Burmese border, cycling a river -side trail or afternoon cooking lessons at the

hotel.

DAY 7:

Chiang Rai - Boarding a Thailong -t ai | river boat, weodll travel down
Maekok river, stopping for lunch at hot springs before continuing by bike on a newly

paved road to Chiang Rai We 61 | stay at the luxuriou:
the finest hotels in Thailand

DAY 8+9:

ChaingSaen -We 611 make our way through the Chiang Saen La
famed Golden Triangle, where Thailand, Burma and Laos meet. Ruins from the 14th

century Chiang Saen kingdom and surviving architecture make this small town a

fascinating place to visit and with a |l ocal guide wef¢

at the exclusive Anantara Resort and Spa, perhaps the ideal place to finish your time
in Thailand.

DAY 10: Depart for Chiang Rai (or post -trip below)

Post -trip extension (optional) : Luang Prabang, Laos

DAYS 10 -14:
For those continuing on to Laos (highly
along a quiet riverside road following the majestic Mekong as it winds its way east.

I'n Chiang Khong weoll stay on the river at
set fromitscolonial -d ®cor decks. Next morning, wedll
river journey by private boat to Luang Prabang (with a stop -over at the luxurious
Luangsay Lodge in Pakbeng en  -route). In quaint Luang Prabang, now a UNESCO
World Heritage Site and one of the best -preserved ancient cities of South -east Asia,
we bl | explore the areads unique temples and
and stay at the Villa Santi, a French -Lao colonial hotel located in the temple district.
DAY 15: Depart Luang Prabang for onward travel.
. .
- What's Included in the Cost of Your
§o; -
< Trip?
- » SSop Ruak . . .
Chiang Saen e Louangphrabang e services of one or more experienced Great Explorations
Ban Thaton e guides and support vehicle
= Fang *“Chiang Rai e 9 nights IOdglng
e All meals
e entrance fees for selected historical sites and museums
*» Chiang Dao e detailed map and route instructions
e all baggage transportation
 Chiang Mai e all transportation from initial meeting point to final drop -off
*5 : "
Bl - F:‘:I'S‘h (see arrive/depart cities)
Please note: Final itinerary is subject to revision; any changes made are done so in an attempt to provide the best possible trip
given route conditions and available services. Due to the nature of our business and exchange rates, prices are subject to
change. All prices quoted are U.S. dollars but we gladly accept payment in Canadian dollars also. Due to cancellations and wa it-
ing lists, trip availability fluctuates daily. If you have any questions or would like to confirm space on this trip before m aking

your reservation, please contact us at

E-mail: info@great

info@great -explorations.com _ or by telephone at  604.730.1247

-explorations.com & Website: http://www.great
Tel 604.730.1247 2z 1.

-explorations.com

800.242.1845

recommended)

traditi

cross to

monument

(


mailto:%20info@great-explorations.com

Great Explorations

Accommodations

Riverview Lodge, Chiang Mai

Decorated with regional carvings and texti

large guest rooms are beautifully appointed and simply fur-

nished, with half offering balconies and verandas that overlook

a lovely tropical garden. Relax by the quaint, shady garden and

riverside swimming pool and satisfy your tasebuds at the open -
sided restaurant featuring traditionally prepared Thai cooking.

Chiang Dao Nest, Chiang Dao

These 16 modest, immaculate wooden and rattan bungalows

are surrounded by a stand of huge trees and close to the na-

tional park. Chiang Dao Nest is also home to Wicha's world -
famous gourmet kitchen, which produces some of the finest
Western / European and fusion cuisine in Northern Thailand.

Enjoy incredible mountain views from all around.

Maekok River Village, Tha Thon

This Resort is idyllically located on the banks of the Mae Kok
River with sweeping views of the forested hills which form the
border with Myanmar. Accommodation is provided in comfort-
able villas or poolside rooms set in landscaped gardens.

The Legends at Chiang Rai

This could be one of the most exclusive hotels in Thailand,

boasting chic décor and beautiful setting with panoramic views

of the nearby hills and mountains. The
Thai - style buildings are enhanced by the interior and landscape

lighting. The resort is located directly on the Mae Kok River,

secluded from yet within a few minutes of the city centre.

Anantara Resort & Spa, Chiang Saen

Member of Small luxury Hotels of the World, this award -winning
resort is set in 160 acres of tropical gardens, at a focal point of

Asia where Thailand, Myanmar and Laos meet the Mekong and

Ruak Rivers. For a truly unique experience, you can commune

with elephants and learn the skills of a mahout (elephant driver)

at the resortés very own elephant camp.

Ruanthai Sopaphan, Chiang Khong

This modest inn is an all teakwood house in Thai Lanna style

with beautiful teak floors and large verandas overlooking the

Mekong. The hotel is family ~ -run and the welcome is warm. We
stay in Chiang Khong as this is the jumping - off point for the trip
down the Mekong.

E-mail: inffo@great -explorations.com & Website: http://www.great -explorations.com
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Accommodations

E-mail: info@great

Luang Say Lodge

Mid -way between Chiang Khong and Luang Probang is the
Luang Say Lodge, which is a stunning property in an evocative
setting. The traditional Laotian architecture complements the 16
solid wood pavilions with balconies boasting sweeping views of
the river and mountains beyond. This will definitely be one of
your most memorable nights in Thailand

Villa Santi,  Luang Probang

The Villa Santi Hotel is known as one of the most charming bou-
tique hotels in the world. This distinctive hotel features 23 De-
luxe Rooms and 2 Deluxe Suites, all elegantly decorated in
charming Royal Laotian theme, including rosewood furnishings
and silk textiles, and complemented with luxurious amenities.

-explorations.com 8 Website: http://www.great -explorations.com

Tel

604.730.1247 2 1.800.242.1845



